
 
AGENDA FOR THE  

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING OF  
TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2004 AT 10:00 A.M. 

CITY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 12TH FLOOR 

202 “C” STREET 
SAN DIEGO, CA  92101 

--------------------------- 
 
 
 
NOTE:  The public portion of the meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m.  The City Council will 
meet in Closed Session this morning from 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.  Copies of the Closed 
Session agenda are available in the Office of the City Clerk. 
 
 

OTHER LEGISLATIVE MEETINGS 
 
The SAN DIEGO REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY is scheduled to meet today in the Council 
Chambers.  A separate agenda is published for it, and is available in the Office of the City Clerk.  
For more information, please contact the Redevelopment Agency Secretary at (619) 533-5432. 
 
 
 
ITEM-300: ROLL CALL. 
 
 
NON-AGENDA PUBLIC COMMENT 
This portion of the agenda provides an opportunity for members of the public to address the 
Council on items of interest within the jurisdiction of the Council.  (Comments relating to items 
on today’s docket are to be taken at the time the item is heard.) 
 
Time allotted to each speaker is determined by the Chair, however, comments are limited to no 
more than three (3) minutes total per subject regardless of the number of those wishing to 
speak.  Submit requests to speak to the City Clerk prior to the start of the meeting.  Pursuant to 
the Brown Act, no discussion or action, other than a referral, shall be taken by Council on any 
issue brought forth under “Non-Agenda Public Comment.” 
 
COUNCIL, CITY ATTORNEY, CITY MANAGER COMMENT 
 
REQUEST FOR CONTINUANCE 
The Council will now consider requests to continue specific items. 
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=== LEGISLATIVE SCHEDULE === 
 

Noticed Hearings 
 
ITEM-330: Elichondos.  PDP No. 8555/NUP No. 20644.  Mid-City Communities-City 

Heights Neighborhood Plan Area.  (Dist. 3) 
CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION:  Adopt the resolution to 
deny the appeal and grant the permit. 

 
 
ITEM-331: YMCA La Jolla.  MND No. 4859/MMRP/PTS No. 4859.  La Jolla 

Community Plan Area.  (Dist. 1) 
CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION:  Adopt the resolution to 
deny the appeal, and to uphold the decision of the Planning Commission 
in adopting Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and Mitigation 
Monitoring and Reporting Program No. 4859. 

 
 
 

Adopt Agenda, Discussion, Other Legislative Items 
 
ITEM-332: Brush Management Revisions Resulting from the Cedar Fire. 

CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION:  Adopt the resolution. 
 
 
ITEM-333 Euclid Avenue Streetscape – Additional Funding.  Mid-City and City 

Heights Community Areas.  (Dists. 3, 4, and 7) 
CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION:  Adopt the resolution. 

 
 
ITEM-334: Ken-Tal Senior Housing Project.  Kensington-Talmadge and City Heights 

Community Areas.  (Dist. 3) 
CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION:  Adopt the resolution. 

 
 
 
 
Non-Docket Items 
 
Adjournment in Honor of Appropriate Parties 
 
Adjournment 
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=== EXPANDED CITY COUNCIL AGENDA === 
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ADOPTION AGENDA, DISCUSSION, HEARINGS 
 
NOTICE HEARINGS: 
 
 
 
  ITEM-330: Elichondos. 
 

Matter of the appeal by Euclid R.A.P Committee of the decision by the Planning 
Commission in approving an application for a Planned Development Permit and 
Neighborhood Use Permit for a mixed-use project proposing 5,520 square-feet of 
commercial retail space, an 880 square-foot restaurant and one dwelling unit 
within an existing 7,280 square-foot building located at 3546 Euclid Avenue 
between Myrtle Avenue and Thorn Street. 

 
(See City Manager Report  CMR-04-008.  PDP/NUP.  Mid-City Communities-
City Heights Neighborhood Plan Area.  District-3.) 

 
CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION: 

 
Adopt the following resolution to deny the appeal and grant the permit:   

 
(R-2004-    )   
 
Adoption of a Resolution granting or denying the appeal and granting or denying 
the Planned Development Permit No. 8555/Neighborhood Use Permit No. 20644, 
with appropriate findings to support Council action. 

 
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

Planning Commission on October 16, 2003, voted 7-0 to approve; was opposition. 
 

Ayes:    Lettieri, Brown, Steele, Garcia, Ontai, Schultz, Chase 
 

The City Heights Area Planning Committee has recommended denial of this project. 
 
CITY MANAGER SUPPORTING INFORMATION: 
 
The project is located at 3546 Euclid Avenue within the City Heights Neighborhood Element of 
the Mid-City Communities Planning Area (Attachment No. 2).  The Community Plan designates 
the 0.43-acre site for commercial and mixed-use land use.  The property is zoned CU-1-2 and 
subject to the development regulations of the Central Urbanized Planned District Ordinance. 
 
The project site is surrounded by a variety of land uses including older, well maintained single-
family homes to the east and a mix of single and multi-family development west of the site.  
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ADOPTION AGENDA, DISCUSSION, HEARINGS  (Continued) 
 
NOTICE HEARINGS:  (Continued) 
 
 
 
  ITEM-330:  (Continued) 
 
CITY MANAGER SUPPORTING INFORMATION:  (Continued) 
 
The north and south corridor along Euclid Avenue includes commercial and light industrial uses.  
The property has been previously developed with a 7,280 square-foot structure that was used as 
part of a heavy equipment rental and storage yard in conjunction with the adjacent parcel.  The 
structure includes a second-story residential dwelling unit.  The commercial portion of the 
structure has been vacant for a number of years and both the building and the site were in a 
deteriorated condition.  The owner has attempted to improve the visual quality of the property by 
renovating the façade and cleaning the property by removing weeds and debris from the site. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
All costs associated with processing this application are paid by the applicant. 
 
Ewell/Christiansen/JPH 
 
NOTE:  
 
This project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act pursuant to State CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15308. 
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ADOPTION AGENDA, DISCUSSION, HEARINGS  (Continued) 
 
NOTICE HEARINGS:  (Continued) 
 
 
 
  ITEM-331: YMCA La Jolla. 
 

Matter of the appeals by Susan Moore and Dara Stern, and A.P. Winter from the 
decision of the Planning Commission in adopting Mitigated Negative Declaration 
and Mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting Program No. 4859 prepared in 
connection with the above named project. 

 
  (See City Manager Report CMR-04-012.  MND No. 4859/MMRP/PTS No. 4859.  

La Jolla Community Plan Area.  District-1.) 
 
CITY MANAGER'S RECOMMENDATION:    
  
 Adopt the following resolution to deny the appeal, and to uphold the decision of the 

Planning Commission in adopting Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and Mitigation 
Monitoring and Reporting Program No. 4859:  

 
 (R-2004-  )      

 
  Adoption of a Resolution granting or denying the appeal, and upholding or 

overturning the decision of the Planning Commission in adopting Mitigated 
Negative Declaration and adopting Mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting 
Program No. 4859, with appropriate findings to support Council action. 

 
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS: 

  
Planning Commission on November 13, 2003, voted 5 – 1 to certify Mitigated Negative 
Declaration No. 4859, and adopt the Mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting Program; was 
opposition. 

 
Ayes: Garcia, Brown, Lettieri, Schultz, Ontai 
Nays: Chase 
Not present: Steele 

 
The La Jolla Community Planning Association on September 9, 2003, voted 8-7-2 to 
recommend approval of the project with thirteen conditions. 
 
The La Jolla Shores Advisory Board on July 15, 2003, voted 4-0 to recommend approval 
of the proposed project. 
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ADOPTION AGENDA, DISCUSSION, HEARINGS  (Continued) 
 
NOTICE HEARINGS:  (Continued) 
 
 
 
  ITEM-331:  (Continued) 
 
CITY MANAGER SUPPORTING INFORMATION: 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The 5.25 acre project site is currently developed with an existing two-story fitness facility 
originally constructed in 1964, and currently totals approximately 31,139 square feet of gross 
floor area with approximately 190 off-street parking spaces.  The last expansion of the facility 
was approved in 1998, under La Jolla Shores Planned District Permit 96-7305.  The project site 
is located at 8355 Cliffridge Avenue, within the Northwest YMCA Zone of the La Jolla Shores 
Planned District, Coastal Height Limitation Overlay Zone and the Campus Parking Impact 
Overlay Zone within the La Jolla Community Plan Area.  The Torrey Pines Elementary School is 
directly across Cliffridge Avenue to the northwest, ball fields leased to La Jolla Youth and 
Cliffridge Park are directly adjacent to the west/southwest, and residences are located to the 
northeast, east, and across Via Posada to the south.  A Site Development Permit is required, by 
the Land Development Code (Sec. 103.0302.3), for the proposed development within the La 
Jolla Shores Planned District, which amends the past permit, La Jolla Shores Planned District 
Permit 96-7305. 
 
After receiving the staff report and testimony from the public, the subject project was approved 
by the Hearing Officer, September 10, 2003. 
 
Appeal to Planning Commission 
 
On September 24, 2003, A.P. Winter, Susan Moore, and William Eigner appealed the Hearing 
Officer’s approval of this project with concerns about traffic, pedestrian safety, land use 
compatibility, screening of the parking area, reduced access to Cliffridge Park and Torrey Pines 
Elementary, and adequacy of the environmental document. 
 
After receiving the staff report and testimony from the appellants and interested parties on 
November 13, 2003, the Planning Commission voted 5 – 1 to uphold the decision of the Hearing 
Officer and to adopt the Mitigated Negative Declaration and Mitigation Monitoring and 
Reporting Program. 
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ADOPTION AGENDA, DISCUSSION, HEARINGS  (Continued) 
 
NOTICE HEARINGS:  (Continued) 
 
 
 
  ITEM-331:  (Continued) 
 
CITY MANAGER SUPPORTING INFORMATION:  (Continued) 
 
Appeal to City Council 
 
Effective January 1, 2003, Section 21151(c) of the California Environmental Quality Act has 
been amended as follows:  If a non-elected decision making body of a local lead agency certifies 
an environmental impact report, approves a negative declaration or mitigated negative 
declaration, or determines that a  project is not subject to this division, that certification, 
approval, or determination may be appealed to the agency’s elected decision making body, if 
any. 
 
Pursuant to this amended legislation, Dara Stern, Sue Moore and A.P. Winters filed an appeal of 
the Planning Commission’s decision on November 24, 2003 and November 28, 2003, 
respectively.  Note that CEQA now allows any interested party to appeal the adoption of an 
environmental document to the agency’s elected decision making body, which in this case is City 
Council.  However, this new appeal process applies only to the environmental document.  
Planning Commission’s decision regarding the Site Development Permit, which was the result of 
an appeal of the Hearing Officer’s decision (Process 3), is not appealable to the City Council. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The project proposes to demolish an existing one-story fitness building, a portion of the adjacent 
two-story fitness building, four tennis courts and surface parking.  A portion of the existing two-
story fitness building will remain on site and be expanded to include additional fitness facilities, 
a natatorium, and a gymnasium for a total of 59,074 square feet of gross floor area.  An outdoor 
pool is also proposed along with 298 surface parking spaces. 
 
The proposed building elevations indicate the use of light tan/crème colored stucco exterior 
walls, clear and translucent glass, and natural slate/grey colored finish metal roof.  The project 
site is fairly flat with approximately 8,600 cubic yards of cut for the basement, pools and 
portions of the first floor.  The project is designed to comply with the 30 foot height limit with a 
building height of approximately twenty-five feet.  The project site is not within or adjacent to a 
view corridor as identified by the La Jolla/La Jolla Shores Local Coastal Program. 
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ADOPTION AGENDA, DISCUSSION, HEARINGS  (Continued) 
 
NOTICE HEARINGS:  (Continued) 
 
 
 
  ITEM-331:  (Continued) 
 
CITY MANAGER SUPPORTING INFORMATION:  (Continued) 
 
Appellant’s Position 
 
The appellant’s position is that there is substantial evidence of significant impacts in several 
environmental issue areas, and that an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) should be prepared.  
The information submitted by the appellants for this appeal is similar to the issues raised during 
the public review period of the MND.  The majority of the issues were not related to the 
adequacy of the environmental document and all issues were responded to in the response to 
comments for the final MND.  The appeal of the Planning Commission’s decision do not raise 
any new environmental issues that have not previously been addressed in the final MND.  City 
staff investigated the potential for significant impacts related to all aspects of the YMCA – La 
Jolla project, both during the initial study phase and in response to all communications from the 
appellants, and did not find such substantial evidence.  Since all significant environmental issues 
have been mitigated to below a level of significance staff believes that the MND prepared for the 
project is the appropriate document and is in conformance with the requirements of CEQA. 
 
CEQA Requirements for Environmental Documents 
 
CEQA requires the preparation of an EIR when there is substantial evidence, in light of the 
whole record, that a project may have a significant impact on the environment [Section 
21080(d)].  However, if any identified significant effects can be mitigated to below a level of 
significance through revisions in the project, which are made by or agreed by the applicant, 
CEQA requires the lead agency to adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration [Section 21080(c)].  
The MND for the La Jolla YMCA identifies potentially significant impacts to paleontological 
resources and Water Quality which have been mitigated to below a level of significance.  
Therefore, an EIR was not required per the previously stated sections of CEQA. 
 
CEQA Definition of Substantial Evidence 
 
Section 21080(e) of CEQA states that “. . . substantial evidence includes fact, a reasonable 
assumption predicated upon fact, or expert opinion supported by fact.  Substantial evidence is not 
argument, speculation, unsubstantiated opinion or narrative . . .” 
 
In evaluating whether there was substantial evidence of significant impacts resulting from the 
YMCA – La Jolla project, staff relied upon expert opinions supported by facts and 
documentation. 
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ADOPTION AGENDA, DISCUSSION, HEARINGS  (Continued) 
 
NOTICE HEARINGS:  (Continued) 
 
 
 
  ITEM-331:  (Continued) 
 
CITY MANAGER SUPPORTING INFORMATION:  (Continued) 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Staff has exhaustively investigated the issues raised by the public and has determined that no 
substantial evidence of unmitigated impacts exists.  Staff believes that the MND prepared for the 
project is in conformance with Section 21080(c) of the California Environmental Quality Act, 
which requires the lead agency’s decision maker to adopt an MND if significant effects can be 
mitigated below a level of significance through project revisions made by or agreed by the 
applicant.  Staff therefore recommends affirming the Planning Commission’s adoption of the 
Mitigated Negative Declaration No. 4859. 
 
ALTERNATIVE 
 
Grant the appeal, set aside the environmental determination, and remand the matter to the lower 
decision maker for reconsideration, with any direction or instruction the City Council deems 
appropriate (Mitigated Negated Negative Declaration No. 4859). 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
None, all costs associated with the processing of this project are paid from a deposit account 
maintained by the applicant. 
 
Ewell/Christiansen/GRG 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  
 
The 5.25-acre project site is located at 8355 Cliffridge Avenue, on the south side of Cliffridge 
Avenue, north of Via Posada and west of La Jolla Scenic Drive North, within the Coastal Zone, 
La Jolla Shores Planned District, within the La Jolla Community Planning Area and is more 
particularly described as all that portion of Pueblo Lot 1296 of the Pueblo Lands of San Diego, 
City and County of San Diego, Miscellaneous Map No. 36. 
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ADOPTION AGENDA, DISCUSSION, OTHER LEGISLATIVE ITEMS 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 
 
 
  ITEM-332: Brush Management Revisions Resulting from the Cedar Fire. 

 
(See City Manager Report CMR-04-017.) 

 
CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION: 
 

Adopt the following resolution: 
 

(R-2004-731)    
 

Directing the City Manager and the City Attorney, in accordance with the Fire 
Chief’s recommendations, to amend the brush management regulations in the San 
Diego Municipal Code, including requiring greater defensible space between 
structures and certain types of vegetation; 

 
Declaring that the City Manager shall re-deploy Park and Recreation Department 
staff from Mission Bay and Balboa Park Divisions to the Open Space Division to 
supplement the existing brush management crews for the remainder of Fiscal 
Year 2004. 
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ADOPTION AGENDA, DISCUSSION, OTHER LEGISLATIVE ITEMS  (Continued) 
 
RESOLUTIONS:  (Continued) 
 
 
 
  ITEM-333: Euclid Avenue Streetscape – Additional Funding. 
 

(Mid-City and City Heights Community Areas.  Districts-3, 4, and 7.) 
 

CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION: 
 

Adopt the following resolution: 
 

(R-2004-723)    
 

Making certain findings with respect to funding public improvements for the 
Euclid Avenue Streetscape project in the City Heights Redevelopment Project 
area; accepting the transfer of Funds from the Redevelopment Agency in the 
amount of $100,000; and amending the Capital Improvement Program Budget to 
include the $100,000. 

 
CITY MANAGER SUPPORTING INFORMATION: 
 
This project provides for pedestrian and vehicular safety as well as street improvements for the 
Euclid Avenue Community entryway in the form of curb, gutter, sidewalk, landscaping and 
paving, as recommended in the Euclid Avenue Revitalization Program.  Improvements along the 
east side of Euclid Avenue will extend from the intersection of Euclid Avenue and Home 
Avenue 750 feet northward towards Thorn Street.  Improvements will also include traffic 
calming modifications at the intersection of Home Avenue and Euclid Avenue. 
 
During project design, improvements were identified along the west side of Euclid Avenue 
extending from the intersection of Euclid Avenue and Home Avenue 450 feet northward 
alongside the commercial properties.  These improvements include curb, gutter, sidewalk, and 
paving.  The remaining balance in the project budget was not sufficient to cover these additional 
work items. 
 
All available funding sources had been exhausted.  Since the additional work items were related 
to the redevelopment goals in the area, funds were identified by the City Heights Project Area 
Committee to cover the costs of this work and allow this project to be constructed. 
 
 



Tuesday, January 27, 2004 
Page 13 

 
ADOPTION AGENDA, DISCUSSION, OTHER LEGISLATIVE ITEMS  (Continued) 
 
RESOLUTIONS:  (Continued) 
 
 
 
  ITEM-333:  (Continued) 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
Upon acceptance of the City Heights Project Area Committee funds, funding for this action will 
be available from CIP-52-699.0.  With this action, the total project cost will be $466,399. 
 
Loveland/Belock/PB 
 
Aud. Cert. 2400678. 
 
NOTE:  See the Redevelopment Agency agenda of 1/27/2004 for a companion item. 
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ADOPTION AGENDA, DISCUSSION, OTHER LEGISLATIVE ITEMS  (Continued) 
 
RESOLUTIONS:  (Continued) 
 
 
 
  ITEM-334: Ken-Tal Senior Housing Project. 
 

(See City Manager Report RA-04-02/CMR-04-01.  Kensington-Talmadge and 
City Heights Community Areas.  District-3.) 
 

CITY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION: 
 

Adopt the following resolution: 
 

(R-2004-698)    
 

Authorizing the use of Housing Set-aside Bond Funds from the Horton Plaza 
Redevelopment Project and Housing Set-aside Funds from the Centre City 
Redevelopment Project to be used outside the Horton Plaza Redevelopment 
Project Area and Centre City Redevelopment Project Area for the Ken-Tal Senior 
Housing project within the City Heights Redevelopment Project Area; 

 
Adopting the Findings of Benefit to the Horton Plaza Redevelopment Project and 
to the Centre City Redevelopment Project. 

 
NOTE:  See the Redevelopment Agency agenda of 1/27/2004 for a companion item. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NON-DOCKET ITEMS 
 
ADJOURNMENT IN HONOR OF APPROPRIATE PARTIES 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 


